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SECTION - A

(Rea( in) Skills) [M.M.:15

1. Read the passage given below and answer the q estions that follow :

n

oods and Services %a& (" S% is a single indirect ta&applied on the s pply
of goods and services across India' It replaced many earlier indirect ta&s s ch
as e8cise d ty( service ta& and ) A% %he main aim of " S%is to remove the
problem of "ta& on ta& (cascading effect) and to make the ta&ation system
simple( transparent( and niform thro gho t the co ntry'

" S% was implemented in India on , - ly ./, O after the passing of the
Constit tion (One 1 ndred and First Amendment) Act( . /,2' It bro ght the
entire nation nder one ta& str ct re and is considered one of the most
important ta&reforms in independent India’

3nder " SY% ta&is collected on the "val e added" at each stage of the s pply
chain' 4 sinesses can claim Inp t %a& Credit (I%C)( which means they can
red ce the ta&already paid on inp ts from their ta&liability on o tp ts' " S%is
also a destination-based ta& which means the reven e goes to the state where
the goods or services are cons med( not where they are prod ced'

»  Recent Changes and Amendments (September . /. 5)

In. /. 5(the " S%system in India nderwent ma®r reforms to make it easier for
b sinesses and beneficial for cons mers' Some important changes incl de :

e 7ew " S%Rate Str ct re (8ffective . . September . /. 5):

e Y%he " S% Co ncil( in its 52th meeting (9 September . /. 5)( decided to
rationali: e ta&slabs to make them fewer and simpler'

e ; any items earlier ta8&d at higher rates have been shifted to moderate
slabs of 5% or , 8%'

e %he new rates apply to most goods and services from .. September
. /.5
» Simplification for Services :

e Y%he same rationali: ed rates also apply to services( red cing
conf sion for b sinesses and ¢ stomers'

e 8d cational services( healthcare( and essential items contin e
to receive priority treatment with lower or : ero ta&
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» Operationalisation of " S%Appellate %ib nal (" SYAY :

A new appellate body is being set p to resolve ta&disp tes more q ickly'

Appeals will be accepted from September . /. 5( and hearings are planned
to begin by December . /. 5'

» Amendments in " S%R les:

7ew r les make the system more digital and transparent'

Ref nds will be processed faster- p to ?/% provisional ref nds in certain
cases'

4etter g idelines have been introd ced for resta rants( small traders(
and e-commerce platforms'

» 4enefits of " S%. '/ (7e&-" eneration " S%Reforms) :

Simpler str ct re with fewer slabs'
Red ced disp tes and faster resol tion of cases'
S pport for small b sinesses thro gh easier compliance'

Cons mer benefit with lower ta& b rden on many essential goods and
services'

; ore se of technology to ens re faster filing( online tracking( and easy
ref nds'

Overall( the . /.5 reforms are called " S% .'/" %hey are e&pected to make
ta8ation more predictable( b siness-friendly( and fair to cons mers( while
strengthening India's economy’
On the basis of ,ou unde standing of the abo.e passage, answe the
/ uestions mentioned below :

Ouestions : 10x1=10

(@)

(i)

3601/(Set

" S%was introd ced in India from which date A
(@) , April. /, 2 b ,-1ly./,0
(¢ , -an ary./, 8 d ,5A gst./,0

B hich amendment of the Indian Constit tion enabled the implementation
of " S%A

(a) ,//th Amendment (b) , /, st Amendment

() ??th Amendment (d) , /.nd Amendment
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(iii) B hat is the main p rpose of " S%A

(a) %o increase the n mber of tades

(b) %o red ce cascading effect and simplify ta&ation

(c) %o collect income ta&

(d) %o remove direct ta&es
(ivy Bhatis Inp t %a&Credit (I%C) A

(a) A ta&charged by inp ts ppliers

(b) Aref ndofc stomsd ty

() Credit for ta&already paid on inp ts tored ce o tp t liability

(d) A penalty for late payment of ta&
(v) In which year was the 52th " S%Co ncil ; eeting held A

@ ./.9 (b) ./.C
© ./.5 d ./.2

(vi) Bhat does " S%stand for A

(vii) B hat type of ta&is " S%in terms of cons mption A

(viii) B hat is the f 1l form of " SYA%A

(i® Bhatis meantby" S%.'/ A

(& 7ame one sector that contin es to get lower ta&or eemption nder " S%
OR

, anipa- : T. e His-ori/ Oa--leliel( Turne( Glo2al Tex-ile Hu2

Danipat( located in 1 aryana( is one of the most historically important districts of

India' It is famo s for being a pivotal battlefield that shaped Indian history and
for its present stat s as a " lobal %e&tile 1 b( often called the "City of B eavers'"

His-ori/al Si) nili/an/e

Danipat's fame comes mainly from the three decisive battles fo ght near the city(

all of which changed the co rse of Indian history'

e First 4attle of Danipat (April ., (, 5. 2): Fo ght between Babur and Ibrahim
Lodhi 4ab r's victory ended the Delhi S ltanate and led to the fo ndation of
the ; ghal 8mpire'
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e Second 4attle of Danipat (7ovember 5( , 552): Fo ght between Akbars orces

and Hemu' Y%he victory sec red and strengthened ; ghal r le nder the
yo ng emperor Akbar'

o Y%hird 4attle of Danipat (-an ary ,C( , 02,): Fo ght between Ahmad Shah
Abdali and the Marathas' Y%he defeat of the ; arathas created a power
vac m that helped the 4ritish establish their control in India'

nn

4eca se of these mar wars( Danipat is often called the "' raveyard of 8 mpires'"

According to the Mahabharata, it was one of the five cities demanded by the

Dandavas and was earlier known as Panduprastha.

3 o( ern , anipa- : T. e Glo2al Tex-ile Hu2

In modern times( Danipat is world-famo s for its te&ile and handloom ind stry'

It is often known by several names Ethe City of B eavers( Y%e8tile City( and Cast-

Off Capital of the Borld d e to its large recycling ind stry'

¢ 1l andloom and 1ome F rnishings : Danipat has a long tradition of weaving' It
prod ces high-q ality carpets( blankets( d rries (r gs)( mats( ¢ rtains( and
bedsheets that are e&ported worldwide'

e Recycling Ind stry (Shoddy Farn) : It is the world's largest center for
man fact ring shoddy yarn E recycled yarn made from old or discarded
clothes imported from co ntries like the 3 SA( Canada( and 8 rope'

e 4lanket Drod ction : Danipat prod ces low-cost( good-q ality blankets(
incl ding those s pplied to the Indian armed forces and for global relief work'

%his booming te8tile ind stry s pports tho sands of small and medi m
ind stries and provides employment to a large section of the pop lation( making
Danipat an economic powerho se in 1aryana'
On the basis of ,ou unde standing of the abo. e passage, answe the
/ uestions mentioned below :

Ouestions : 10x1=10
(i) Danipat is often referred to as the "City of B eavers" beca se of its :

(@) Ancient temples

(b) %ed&tile and handloom ind stry

() 1listorical mon ments

(d) ; odern b ildings
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(ii)) %he First 4attle of Danipat led to the fo ndation of :
(a) Yhe 4ritish 8mpire
(b) %he; ghal 8 mpire
(c) %he Delhi S ltanate
(d) Y%he; arathar le
(iii) Y%he %hird 4 attle of Danipat was fo ght in the year :
(@) , 552 (b) ,5.2
() 02, (d ,0/0
(iv) Danipat is also called the "Cast-Off Capital of the B orld" beca se :
(@) It prod ces cheap clothes
(b) It imports and recycles old clothes into yarn
() It e&ports raw cotton
(d) Itman fact res silk garments
(v) Bhat was the ancient name of Danipat according to the ; ahabharata A
(a) Indraprastha (b) Dand prastha
(c) 1lastinap r (d) G r kshetra

(vij 7ame the r lers who fo ght in the First 4 attle of Danipat'
(vii B hat was the res 1t of the Second 4 attle of Danipat A

nn

(viii) B hy is Danipat known as the "" raveyard of 8 mpires" A
(i8 7ame two prod cts made by Danipat's handloom ind stry'
(8@ 1ow does the tedtile ind stry help Danipat's economy A

2. Read the following passage caref lly and make notes on it' S pply a s itable
title also : 4+1=5

A good b siness letter is one that gets res lts' Its primary aim is to convey
information in a manner that is efficient( professional( and effective' %he
appearance( style( and content of a letter are important( since the letter
represents the writer as well as the organi: ation' % perform this { nction well( a
b siness letter sho 1d be concise( clear( and co rteo s'

%he first important q ality is conciseness' A good b siness letter m st be short
and direct’ Bords sho ld not be wasted on nnecessary introd ctions or
e8cessive e8planations' A b sy reader s ally has several doc ments to deal
with( and therefore appreciates a letter that comes straight to the point' %his
does not mean that style or a to ch of politeness sho 1d be absent( b t it does
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mean that repetition and rambling sho 1d be avoided' Re-reading and revising

the draft is important to ens re that words and sentences are precise' A short(
foc sed letter is far more impactf 1 than a long and conf sing one'

Y%he second q ality is clarity' %he writer m st have a firm idea of what needs to
be said( and then e&press it in simple( well-organi: ed lang age' Droper str ct re
plays an important role here : paragraphs( topic sentences( introd ctions( and
concl sions sho ld g ide the reader step by step thro gh the message'
Information s ch as dates( reference n mbers( and names sho 1d be incl ded
for acc racy' A letter written in an accepted b siness format also adds
professionalism' %he essence of comm nication lies in a clear message that is
clearly delivered'

%he third q ality is co rtesy' 1arsh words( sarcasm( or ins lts can red ce the
effectiveness of a letter' 8ven when the writer is right( the point m st be made
politely( e&plaining reasons with respect and o tlining what is e&pected from the
reader’ Co rtesy also e8tends to caref 1 attention in writing( typing( and
formatting' 8rrors of grammar and spelling create a poor impression and may
lower the reader's opinion of the writer or organi: ation' B hile ignorance can be
e8c sed( carelessness cannot' A letter that is neat( well-str ct red( and
respectf 1is always val ed'

Finally( a b siness letter is more than 6 st a message' It is a representative
doc mentEa permanent record of comm nication that reflects the

professionalism and personality of its a thor' Investing time in making the letter
concise( clear( and co rteo s pays rich dividends' It b ilds goodwill( strengthens
relationships( and ens res that the intended res lts are achieved with efficiency'

SECTION -0
(Crea-i4e 5 ri-in) Skills) [M.M.:15
6. Attempt any one from (a)( (b) and (c) given below : 5

(a) Fo are 4havishya/Arti( Secretary of the 88am B arrior Cell of yo r school'
Brite a notice in abo t 5/ words( informing the st dents of class , /th H
,.th abo t an pcoming session on 'l ow to ; anage time to S cceed in
88ams' by 7aveen Sheoran( a renowned 8d cationist and life coach'

(b) Fo are working for an advertising agency' Draft an attractive
advertisement for a company which is la nching a new android mobile
phone' Imagine the details'

(c) Draft and design an attractive poster on 'Road Safety"
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4. Attempt any one from (a) and (b) given below : 5

(@) Fo r school recently held 'Sports Day" Brite a report of it for yo r School
; aga:ine'

(b) Brite a paragraph of abo t , // words arg ing for or against having to
st dy three lang ages at school'

7. Attempt any one from (a) and (b) given below : 5
(a) Brite a letter to the 8ditor of a 7ational Daily 8 &pressing yo r views on
'Impact of Social ; edia on ; odern Fo th" Fo are Siddhant/Drerita( C, 5(

; ain Street( Chandigarh'

(b) Brite an application for the post of Drincipal for a rep ted school in
ambala( Fo are Geshav/Gamakshi of ,..( 7ew 3rban 8states( Ambala'
Incl de yo r detailed 4io-data’

SECTION -C
(Grammar) [M.M.:10

6. Attempt any two from each s b-part :
(a) Fill in the blanks with co ect fo m of the . e bs given in the brackets : 2
(i) Y%he new 8nglish teacher 7eet I I I I I (teach) s for si&months'
(ii) %he policel I I I I the thief before he 6 mped from the roof
(catch)
(iii) AbravemanlI I I I I (notlose) heart'
(a) has not lost
(b) do not lose
(c) does not lose
(d) 7one of the above
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(d)

(e)
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Fill in the blanks with co ect modal : 2
(i) ITIII I seyo rmobile phone to call my father A
(i1) Ilams re(II I I I T getf ll marksin 8nglish this year'
(iii) Bhatl I I I I yo prefer black coffee or lemon tea A
(a) co 1d (b) m st
() wo 1d (d) can
Fill in the blanks with co ect a ticle: 2
i) IITIII emptymindisa devil'sworkshop'
(i) Dleasegivemel I I I I piece of chalk'
(@) I T IITI applel I 11 I day(keeps the doctor away'
(@ AnII 'a (bp) AI ""an
() %hel " a (d) AT " the
Change the . oice of the following sentences : 2
(i) Her teacher praised her.
(ii) One sho 1d keep one's promise'
(iiij Fo m st ask yo r parents'
(@) Fo r parents m st be asked by yo '
(b) Fo m st be asked by yo r parents'
(c) Fo rparentsm staskyo r'
(d) Fo askyo rparents m st be'
Change the following sentences into indi ect speech : 2
(i) I asked("IfI start a school( will yo come A"
(ii)) %he teacher said( "4e q iet and listen to my words"
(iii) 'B here is the railway station A asked the stranger'
(@) Yhe stranger asked where the railway station was'
(b) %he stranger asks where the railway station were'
() Y%he stranger said where is the railway station'
(d) %he stranger asked in s rprise where is the railway station A
SECTION - 8
(Li-era-ure) [ M. M. : 40

9. Read the passage given below and answer the q estions that follow :

(A)

3601/(Set : A)

Sa | 4ellow( who has consented to be interviewed on several occasions(
nevertheless once described interviews as being like th mbprints on his
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windpipe' Fet despite the drawbacks of the interview( it is a s premely
serviceable medi m of comm nication' "%hese days( more than at any other
time( o r most vivid impressions of o r contemporaries are thro gh
interviews(" Denis 4rian has written' "Almost everything of moment reaches

s thro gh one man asking q estions of another' 4eca se of this( the
interviewer holds a position of nprecedented power and infl ence'"
Ouestions : 5x1=5
(i) 7ame the chapter and the writer :

(a) Doets and Dancakes : Asokamitran

(b) Deep B ater : Billiam Do glas

(c) %he Interview : Dart I : Christopher Silvester

(d) “%he Interview : Dart I : An Interview with 3 mberto 8 co

(i1) According to Denis 4rian( why does the interviewer have power and
infl ence A
(a) he is the one man asking q estions of another
(b) the interview is a s premely serviceable medi m
(c) o r most vivid impressions of o r contemporaries are
thro gh interviews

(d) interviews are like th mbprints on the interviewee's

windpipe
(iii) %he word "serviceable" in the e8tract means that interviews are :
(a) significant (b) powerf 1
(c) advanced (d) sef 1

(ivy Bhich of the following best shows Sa 1 4ellow's feeling abo t
interviews A
(a) 1e enfys them
(b) 1le feels ncomfortable with them
(c) 1le finds them very sef 1
(d) 1e thinks they are easy

(v) %he phrase " nprecedented power and infl ence" refers to the :
(a) Interviewee (b) Interviewer
(c) A dience (d) 7ewspaper
OR

(4) 1lis s ccess in films overshadowed and dwarfed his literary achievements-
or so his critics felt' 1 e composed several tr ly original 'story poems' in folk
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refrain and diction and also wrote a sprawling novel %hillana ; ohanambal
with do:ens of very deftly etched characters' 1le q ite s ccessf lly
recreated the mood and manner of the Devadasis of the early . /th cent ry'
1 e was an ama:ing actorEhe never aspired to the lead roles Eb t whatever
s bsidiary role he played in any of the films( he performed better than the
s pposed main players' 1e had a gen ine love for anyone he came across
and his ho se was a permanent residence for do:ens of near and far
relations and acq aintances'
Ouestions : 5x1=5
(i) 7ame the chapter and the writer :

(a) %he Interview : Dart I : Christopher Silvester

(b) Doets H Dancakes : Asokamitran

() %he Interview : Dart II : An Interview with 3 mberto 8co

(d) “%he Rattrap : Selma Jagerlof
(i1) S bb 'sliterary work "%hillana ; ohanambal" mainly depicts :

(a) Jife of 4ritish r lers

(b) Jife of Devadasis in early . /th cent ry

(c) ; odern rban life

(d) ; ythological stories

(ii) lowdid S bb perform in films despite not being the lead actor A
(a) 1e performed worse than the main actors
(b) 1e performed as well as other actors
(c) 1e performed better than the s pposed main players
(d) 1leref sed to perform
(ivyv S bb 's ho se was known for :
(a) 4eingveryq iet and private
(b) 1osting do:ens of relatives and acq aintances
(c) Rarely having visitors
(d) 4eing sed only for writing

(V) S bb 's ability to create "do:ens of very deftly etched characters"
shows that he was :
(a) Careless in writing
(b) Skillf 1in character creation
(c) Only interested in films
(d) 3ninterested in literat re
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Answer any one of the following q estions in abo t 100-120 words each : 5
(i) 1owdid Billiam Do glas overcome his fear of water A /Deep Water)
(ii) B hat made the peddler finally change his ways A /The Rattrap)

9. Answer any th ee of the following q estions in abo t 60-40 words each: 3x2=6
(i) Does " eoff believe what Sophie says abo t her meeting with Danny Casey A

/Going Places)
(ii) Bhathad beenp t p on the b lletin-board A /The Last Lesson)
(ii) B hat is Saheb looking for in the garbage d mps A B here is he and where
has he come from A /Lost Spring)
(ivy Bhy did " andhi agree to a settlement of . 5 per cent ref nd to the farmers A
/Indigo)
(v) Bhat is the reason for the h ge s ccess of the novel( Y%he 7ame of the
Rose A /The Inter( iew)
10. Read the stan:a given below and answer the q estions that follow :
(A) No, in country money, the country scale o gain,
The requisite li t o spirit has ne( er been ound,
Or so the (oice o the country seems to complain,
I can+t help owning the great relie it would be
To put these people at one stroke out o their pain.
And then next day as I come back into the sane,
I wonder how I should like you to come to me
And o er to put me gently out o my pain.
Ouestions : 5x1=5
(i) 7ame the poem and the poet :
(a) A %hing of 4ea ty : -ohn Geats
(b) A Roadside Stand : Robert Frost
(c) ; y; other at Si&ty-Si& : Gamala Das
(d) Geeping K iet : Dablo 7er da
(ii) B hat does the phrase "the voice of the co ntry seems to complain”
s ggest A

(a) %he people are happy with their lives'

e co ntry people teel tired and hopeless
(b) % le feel tired and hopeless'
(c) %he poet praises r ral life'

e co ntry is becoming ric
(d % yisb ing rich'
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B hat feeling does the poet e&press for the people of roadside stand in
the line "% p t these people at one stroke o t of their pain" A
(a) Anger (b) Sympathy and pity
() Indifference (d) 1appiness
Bhat change does the poet feel "ne& day" as mentioned in the
edtract A
(@) 1e becomes angry'
(b) 1leret rns to a more sensible state of mind'
(c) 1e becomes careless'
(d) 1e forgets everything'
Y%he word "relief" in the e&ract means :
(a) Anger
(b) Comfort or ease from pain
(c) Conf sion
(d) S rprise
OR

(4)

Aunt Jenni er-s tigers prance across a screen,

Bright topaz denizens o a world o green.

They do not ear the men beneath the tree,

They pace in sleek chil( aric certainty.
Ouestions :

@)

(i)

(iid)

3601/(Set : A)

5x1=5
From which poem these lines have been taken A
(@) A nt-ennifer's %gers
(b) A %hing of 4ea ty
(c) Geeping K iet
(d) ; y; other at Si&ty-Si&
7 ame the poet of the poem :
(a) Robert Frost
(b) Adrienne Rich
(c) -ohn Geats
(d) Gamala Das
B hat are A nt - ennifer's tigers doing A
(a) %hey are not prancing across a screen'
(b) Y%hey are prancing across a screen'
(c) Yhey are prancing across a river'
(d) 7one of the above

P.T.O.
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(iv)  1ow do the tigers look A
(a) %hey do not look like the bright deni: ens of a world of green'
(b) %hey look like the bright deni: ens of nderworld'
(c) “Yhey look like the bright deni: ens of a world of green'
(d) 7one of the above
(v) B hat are the tigers not afraid of A
(a) “%hey are not afraid of the men sitting nder the tree'
(b) “%hey are not afraid of a nt sitting nder the tree'
(c) “%hey are not afraid of the deer sitting nder the tree'
(d) “%hey are not afraid of h nter sitting nder the tree'
11. Answer any two of the following q estions in abo t 60-40 words each :
2x3=6
(@) B hat do the parting words of the poet and her smile signify A
/My Mother at Sixty-Six)
(b) Bhat is the 'sadness' that the poet refers to in the poem A  /Keeping : uiet)
(c) Bhyis'grande r' associated with the 'mighty dead' A /A Thing o Beauty)
12. Read the passage given below and answer the q estions that follow :
(A) Y%hat night( among my oldest first-day covers( I fo nd one that sho ldn't
have been there' 4 t there it was' It was there beca se someone had

mailed it to my grandfather at his home in " alesb rgL that's what the
address on the envelope said' And it had been there since - ly, 8(, 8?C -
the postmark showed that Eyet I didn't remember it at all' %he stamp was a
si&cent( d 1l brown( with a pict re of Dresident " arfield' 7at rally( when
the envelope came to " randdad in the mail( it went right into his collection
and stayed there Etill I took it o t and opened it'
Ouestions : 4x1=4
(i) B here did the narrator find the first-day cover that sho ldn't have

been there A

(@) In his desk drawer

(b) In his grandfather's diary

(c) Among his oldest first-day covers

(d) In a post office bo&
(ii) B hat was the address written on the envelope A

(@) 7ew Fork City

(b) " alesb rg

(c) Illinois

(d) Bashington D'C'
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(iiij B hat was the val e of the stamp on the envelope A
(a) Five cents (b) %en cents
() Si&cents (d) %wo cents
(iv) B hich Dresident's pict re was printed on the stamp A
(a) Dresident Jincoln
(b) Dresident " arfield
(c) Dresident Roosevelt
(d) Dresident B ashington
OR

(4) " a:ing at all this( one day( I came to my street( my bag sl ng over my
sho lder' At the opposite corner( tho gh( a threshing floor had been set p(
and the landlord watched the proceedings( seated on a piece of sacking
spread over a stone ledge' O r people were hard at work( driving cattle in
pairs( ro nd and ro nd( to tread o t the grain from the straw' %he animals
were m ::led so that they wo ldn't help themselves to the straw' I stood for
a while there( watching the f n'

Ouestions : 4x1=4
(i) B here was the narrator when the scene took place A

(@ Inafield
(b)  On the street near her home
(c) Inside his ho se
(d) At a marketplace
(i) B hat was sl ng over the narrator's sho lder A
(a) A water pot

(b) A basket
(c) Abag
(d) A stick

(iii B hat had been set p at the opposite corner A
(a) A cattle shed
(b) A threshing floor
(c) A playgro nd
(d) A market stall
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(iv) Bho was watching the proceedings from a stone ledge A
(a) Y%he narrator's father
(b) Y%he landlord
(c) Avillage elder
(d) %he headman

16. Answer any one q estion of the following in abo t 100-120 words : 5

(i) Bhat did the ; ahara@ of Dratibandap ram do to find the req ired n mber
of tigers to kill A /The Tiger King)

(ii)) Dr' Sadao faces a moral dilemma between his d ties as a doctor and as a
patriot' 8val ate his character by highlighting how he balances his
professional ethics and national loyalty' S pport yo r answer with evidence
from the story' /The Enemy)

14. Answer any two of the following q estions in abo t 60-40 words each: 2x2=4

() Bhowas; r' Jamb A1low does Derry get into his garden A
/On the Face o It)
(ii)) Bhat does 'Yhe %hird Jevel' refer to in the story A /The Third Le( el)
(ii) B hat was the aim of 'St dents on Ice' programme A
/Journey to the End o the Earth)
(iv) B hat did Mtkala-Sa feel when her long hair was c t A
/Memories o , hildhood : The , utting o My Long Hair)
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